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It is uncertain at what time the usage of giving
authors a benefit on the third day of the exhibition of
their piece, commenced. Mr. Oldys, in one of his
manuscripts, intimates that dramatick poets had an-
ciently their benefit on the first day that a new play
was represented; a regulation which would have been
very favourable to some of the ephemeral productions
of modem times, I have found no authority which
proves this to have been the case in the time of Shak-
speare; but at the beginning of the present century
it appears to have been customary in Lent for the
players of the theatre in Drury Lane to divide the
profits of the first representation of a new play among
them5,

with sundrie variable and pleasing Humors of Sir Hugh, the
Welsh Knight, Justice Shallow, and his wise cousin, Mr. Slender.
With the Swaggering Vaine of ancient Pistoll, and Corporal
Nym. By William Shakespeare. As it hath been divers times
aeted by the Right Honourable my Lord Chamberlaines Servants;
both before her Majestic and elsewhere. 1602,"

" The History of Henrie the Fourth; With the Battel at
Shrewsburie, betweene the King and Lord Henrie Percy, sur-
named Henry Hot-spur of the North. With the humorous con-
zeiis of Sir John Falstaffe. Newly corrected by W. Shakspeare.
1598."

" The Tragedie of King Richard The Third. Containing his
treacherous Plots against his brother Clarence: The pitiful
Murther of his innocent Nephews; his tiranous usurpation : with
the whole course of his detested Life, and most deserved Death.
As it hath been lately acted by the Right Honourable the Lord
Chauiberlaine his Servants. By William Shakespeare. 1597."

" The late and muck-admired Play, called Pericles, Prince of
Tyre. With the true Relation of the whole Historic, adventures,
and fortunes, of the said Prince: As also, the no less strange and
worthy accidents in the Birth and Life of his Daughter Mariana.
As it hath been divers and sundry times acted by his Majesties
Servants at the Globe on the Bank-side. By William Shakespeare,
1609."

5 Gildon's Comparison between the Stages, 1702, p. 9,